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How many of you have 

wondered what it 

would be like to live in 

a particular time of his-

tory?  I know I have 

wondered that often.  

What would it be like to 

live in the time of the 

American Revolution?  

What would it be like to 

be a participant in the 

Civil War?  How about 

the time of the Old 

West, or World War II?  

What about when man 

first stepped off Earth 

and landed on another 

(Continued on page 4) 

The Last American: A Personal Odyssey  
By Dan Markoff 

The Nevada State Railroad 

Museumôs WP waycar no. 

657 has ña new lease on 

lifeò, thanks to its recent 

paint job.  
 

But first, hereôs some his-

torical background, from 

NSRMôs comprehensive 

Equipment Guidebook  

(which is available at the 

Museum Store: 3rd edi-

tion, 2018, 53 pages, and 

                (Continued on page 3) 

After her paint job was complete, the former boxcar glistened in the bright 

mid-autumn sun, with new lettering and a WP logo. (Steve VanDenburgh 

Photo) 

Western Pacificõs Venerable Bay Window Caboose  
By Steve VanDenburgh 

Dan Markoffõs former Eureka & Palisade locomotive, the Eureka, hauls a 

train on the Durango & Silvertonõs ex-Denver & Rio Grande Western narrow 

gauge line near Hermosa, Colorado. (Jerry B. Day Photo) 



VISIT THE MUSEUM  
 

Open 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

Thursday through Monday  
(closed Tuesday & Wednesday)  
 

Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Yearõs Day 
 

Museum Admission:  

Adults 18 & Over - $8.00 

Children (Under 18) - FREE 

Museum Members - FREE 
 

STEAM TRAIN & MOTORCAR RIDES  
 

Rides run every weekend May through September with 

select dates in October, November, and December. 
 

The complete 2020 operating schedule is available at: 

carsonrailroadmuseum.org 
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Message from the President of the  

Friends of the NSRM, Barry Simcoe 
 

We just completed another successful year at the mu-

seum including our second Rail Camp, a night photo 

shoot, our regular operating season, and three week-

ends of Santa Train.  

 

We want to continue these events during 2020 and 

would like to add events in the future. All these events 

require significant volunteer participation. In some of 

our events, Santa Train in particular, it looks like we 

were at the limit of our volunteer participation.  

 

For 2020 I would like to increase our volunteer in-

volvement for both operations and other support.  I 

have a couple of suggestions to help make this happen: 

 

¶ Members that currently volunteer for events 

should talk with other members about helping 

with events. 

 

¶ We must recruit non -members to help with events 

with the goal they become more involved with the 

museum and eventually become members. 

 

¶ Increase participation in events planning meet-

ings. Discuss volunteer involvement in future 

events. 

 

Overall, this has been, thanks to your support, a fan-

tastic year at the museum. Once again, I want to say 

how much the museum and the Friends organization 

appreciate all the time and thought you put into the 

museum. I hope every one of you had a fantastic holi-

day season and look forward to an even better 2020. 

 
 
 

FNSRM Board Meetings are scheduled for 

February 3, 2020 & April 6, 2020.  All 

members of the Friends organization are 

encouraged to attend.  

Email: barrysimcoe@sbcglobal.net 

Phone: (775) 379-1353 
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Thanks,  Barry 
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Western Pacificõs Venerable Bay Window Caboose  
(continued from page 1) 

only about $10): The caboose 

originated more than a century 

ago as an outside-braced boxcar 

(WP no. 15637, 1916); conver-

sion to end-of-train service hap-

pened during World War II in 

1943, and the car remained 

available for that use until its 

retirement in 1972. 
 

Later, in its ñthird lifeò, no. 657 

became a ticket office at the 

Cartwrightsô Ponderosa Ranch 

(of TV fame) in Incline Village, 

Nevada. She was donated to the 

NSRM in 2009.  
 

To say that this well-weathered 

waycar was thirsty for paint by 

2019 is an understatement.  In 

fact, she guzzled nearly a dozen 

gallons of Rust-Oleumôs High 

Performance Tile Red (ñTrusted 

quality since 1921ò)! 
 

Currently, the colorful caboose, 

with its bright yellow and silver 

ñsafety trimò, new lettering, and 

classy Western Pacific logo, is 

on prominent display just south 

of the museumôs Jacobsen In-

terpretive Center. Give her up-

graded exterior a look-over dur-

ing your next visit.  

 

So, what does the future hold for 

no. 657, now that sheôs much 

more presentable? How about 

occasional ñopen-houseò interior 

displays? Maybe rare, extra-fare, 

in-train  service (but after  she 

gets a brake job!)? And possibly 

even catered small-group birth-

day/anniversary rentals? Time 

will tell. Regardless, though, 

sheôs a very welcome ñre-

additionò to Carson Cityôs rail-

roading experience. 
 

Steve VanDenburgh, a charter 

NSRM supporter, is grateful to 

museum volunteer Mark Reece, 

who initiated the arduous task 

of repainting no. 657; to Chris 

DeWitt and the NSRM Restora-

tion Shop professionals, for in-

formation on the paint itself 

and the final coats of Tile Red; 

and to Adam Michalski, Wen-

dell Huffman, and Dan Thielen, 

for additional input and en-

couragement.  

WP caboose no. 657 looked a bit decrepit in early May 2019, before the major painting effort 

began. (Steve VanDenburgh Photo) 

A special 

thank you to 

NSRM volun-

teer Mark 

Reece, who 

spearheaded 

the effort to 

repaint WP 

Caboose No. 

657. (Adam 

Michalski 

Photo) 


